
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 22 (Part 2)
We will discover Two Main Points that are Highlighted As Revelation Concludes:

1 - Take these things seriously. 
2 - These things are happening soon.

Revelation 22:6-9 - The Prophecy Ends, Time To Heed

The prophecy has ended and now the attention is turned towards those who have read the prophetic word.  The focus turns to an 
appeal to take seriously what we have just read. Revelation 22:6 is empathic in this point: these words are true, these words are 
from God, these words are in the tradition of the other spirit-inspired biblical prophets (v. 6).

What are we to do with these truly true truths? We are also charged to “heed” these words. The word “heed” is the Greek word 
“tereo” meaning to “guard or watch over” and to “keep”. It’s more than just hearing and it's more than just doing, it combines 
both of those actions and assumes a serious attention to that task.  To illustrate the seriousness in which we out to “heed” 
these words, a concluding warning is given as the chapter concludes:

Revelation 22:18-19 - I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God 
will add to him the plagues which are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.

The end goal for John is not to be in awe of the angel who has guided him through this prophetic experience, but to join the 
angels and prophets and those who heed the words of this book in worshiping God.  Heeding the words of this book ought to lead to 
the worship of God.

Q - What does it mean to “heed” the words of Revelation?

Revelation 22:10-15 - The Prophecy Ends, And Will Be Fulfilled Soon

Time Based Phrases:  “soon take place” (22:6)
“Coming quickly” (22:7)
“the time is near” (22:10)
“I am coming quickly” (22:20)

v. 10 - “Don’t seal up the words…” is a reference to the prophecy given to Daniel generations ago.  After a lengthy prophetic 
word, the LORD tells Daniel to do something with the words he just received from heaven:

Daniel 8:26 ESV - The vision of the evenings and the mornings that has been told is true, but seal up the vision, for it refers 
to many days from now."

And again at the end of Daniel’s life he is told:
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Daniel 12:4 - "But as for you, Daniel, conceal these words and seal up the book until the end of time; many will go back and 
forth, and knowledge will increase."

Daniel is told to “seal up his vision” because it’s not going to be happening for some time.  That is not the case with Revelation’s 
prophecy.  John is told to not seal up the vision because it’s about to happen!  It’s not for the far off future, it’s “soon to take 
place”. Wow.

Yet, as we spoke about above, the prophecy is not to just be read and thought about.  There is a response that is reasonable as 
we process the words of this book. Even in this final chapter alone, we read a number of “action” words:

Action Words: 
 “blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book” (22:7)
 “worship God” (22:9)
 “Let the one who is righteous still practice righteousness, the one who is holy, keep himself holy” (22:11)
 “Don’t add to or take away words from the prophecy of this book” (22:18)

So, what ought we do in light of these things happening soon?  Here are three takeaways from the call to action from Revelation 
22:

1 - stay faithful
2 - stay awake
3 - stay holy

STAY FAITHFUL - v. 11 - In sort of an odd way, we are told that if you’re righteous, stay righteous, if you’re unrighteous, stay 
unrighteous.  In other words, there is no time to mess around. It’s an exaggerated way to say that the nearness of the kingdom 
of God is so imminent, that it’s almost as if we don’t have time to change!

STAY AWAKE - v. 12 - The phrase “behold!” is comparable to “hey! Look here!” Jesus is coming back quickly, and he is going to 
give to each according to what they have done.  The language here is about wages and work. The return of Christ is payday - and 
the master is bringing the payment earned by each person. The wages of sin is death, the wages of faith is life and blessing.  The 
word “render” (ESV: repay) is from a Greek word (apodidomi) which appropriately means both “to pay” and “to pay back”.  

STAY HOLY - v. 14-15 - Are you in or out? As we discussed last week, there is no gray area or purgatory-like middle option as it 
relates to the Kingdom of God. The pure are citizens of the holy city, and the impure are “outside of the city”.  The impure are 
“dogs, sorcerers, immoral people, murderers, idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying.”  The pure are not those who 
have lived perfectly or never sinned or have the highest intellect or most riches - they are those who have “washed their robes” 
and as a result have rights to the tree of life and access into the eternal city.  Who are these robe-washed citizens?

Revelation 7:9-17 - After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation 
and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm 
branches were in their hands; 10 and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb."
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11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on 
their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, "Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor 
and power and might, be to our God forever and ever. Amen."

13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, "These who are clothed in the white robes, who are they, and where have 
they come from?" 14 I said to him, "My lord, you know." And he said to me, "These are the ones who come out of the great 
tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

15 "For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the 
throne will spread His tabernacle over them. 16 "They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down 
on them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them to springs of 
the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes."

The words of Revelation are true and are coming to pass soon!  These words ought to be heeded - and the call is to stay faithful, 
stay awake and stay holy! Hallelujah and Amen!

Something that is amazing about the spiritual nature of Scripture is that when we read the book of Revelation completely and as 
we hear these final charges that Christ is coming soon and that these things are happening soon, we feel it.  We have read these 
chapters and have seen their truths in the world in which we live and we hear the calls of King Jesus in our souls today to be 
ready for his coming. My point in highlighting this is because the phrase “behold I come quickly” was written over 1900 years 
ago.  A skeptic would think this is a foolish line, yet the believer feels urgency as they read it today - and that is the spirit of 
God at work.  Every generation of Christian is called to “deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously 
and godly in the present age (Titus 2:12)” and “not put off till tomorrow that which should be done today (Benjamin Franklin).”

And as we wait for the soon coming of our king, we are called to remain faithful, remain holy and cling tightly to our washed 
robes, robes bright and clean from the precious flow from the cross. Robes white, “naught of good that I have done”, but white 
from “nothing but the blood of Jesus.”

Unlike God’s directive to Daniel, John was told to “not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near 
(22:10).” In other words, God wants the words of the book of Revelation to be known and heeded!  Before we started this study 
many months ago, we acknowledged that there was some hesitation to study Revelation for various reasons - it’s scary or 
frightening, it’s confusing or hard to understand.  Some Christians have never read Revelation.  Even some Christians leaders shy 
away from it because of it’s complexities or content.  Yet, God’s opinion on the contents of Revelation are clear - He does not 
want the book of Revelation sealed up for another time nor sealed up to be kept secret.

As we near the end of our study, we may have more questions than answers, we may have new things to sort out, and perhaps even 
feel overwhelmed by all that we’ve read (though I hope this is not true as much as possible).  Things may have been scary or 
frightening, confusing or hard to understand.  But, you have journeyed with the spirit’s leading through a book of the Bible that 
has been supernaturally preserved for generations and that God wants his people to read and heed!  In fact, not only are we 
told that this is important for God’s people to read and understand, but that those who read and heed will be blessed by God as 
they do!
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Revelation 1:3 (NLT) - God blesses the one who reads the words of this prophecy to the church, and he blesses all who listen 
to its message and obey what it says, for the time is near.

Revelation 22:7 - "And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book."

God will bless you as you read and wrestle with Revelation. It has been said that the Bible is the only book in the world that the 
author is present with you as you read it.  God promises to bless you as you read and heed this book.  As we turn towards the 
close of our study, we can’t just leave with our heads filled with interesting facts - we must be resolute to respond to this 
reading with lives of surrendered dependance on our God.  We cannot read revelation without him and we certainly cannot respond 
to Revelation as we ought to without Him.  If we conclude our study of Revelation with well constructed timelines and not life 
transformation, we have missed the point of it all.   

So, worship God.  Christ is coming quickly.  Blessed is the one who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book.
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